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Phlp 2:12-18 (ESV) 12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13  for it is 
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 14  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing, 15  that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16  holding fast to the word 
of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17  Even if I am 
to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18  Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.  

How are we to “work out our salvation?” 

1.  Determine to __________________. 
Phlp 2:12 (ESV) 12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  

Jesus said, “Follow Me”  

Mark 8:34 (ESV) 34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

John 10:27 (ESV) 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 

John 13:15 (ESV) 15  For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 

“work out”   

The _______________ to receive Christ must be followed by ________________ to follow 
Christ.  

“fear and trembling”  

Pr 9:10a (ESV) 10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom…  

2 Cor 5:11a (ESV) 11  Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others…  



2. Discover God’s _____________________. 
 
God does the work… 

Phlp 2:13 (ESV) 13  for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

“works”  

2 Peter 1:3-7 (ESV) 3  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4  by which he has granted 
to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5  For this very 
reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6  and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7  and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  

3.  Dedicate your life to _________________________.   
Phlp 2:14-16 (ESV) 14  Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15  that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world, 16  holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be 
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 

Matt 5:16 (ESV) 16  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

Heb 10:24-25 (ESV) 24  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25  not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. 

3 things that will make us shine! 

1) Don’t be a complainer or argumentative. (vs 14) 

Phlp 2:14 (ESV) 14  Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 

This speaks about our _______________. 

“grumbling”  

“disputing”  



1 Cor 3:3 (ESV) 3  for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you 
not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 

2) Blameless and innocent - holy. (vs 15) 

Phlp 2:15 (ESV) 15  that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

This speaks about our _______________. 

“blameless”  

“innocent”  

Rom 12:2 (ESV) 2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3) Believing and sharing the Word of God. (vs 16) 

Phlp 2:16 (ESV) 16  holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not 
run in vain or labor in vain. 

Phlp 2:16 (NIV) 16  as you hold out the word of life… 

This speaks about being a ______________. 


