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You were made for a purpose!  

1) Worship 
2) Fellowship  
3) Discipleship  
4) Ministry  
5) Mission 

You and I have a common mission!   

John 17:18 (ESV) 18  As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 

Philippians 1:5 (ESV) 5  because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 

Philippians 1:7 (ESV) 7  It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. 

Philippians 1:12 (ESV) 12  I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served 
to advance the gospel,  

Philippians 1:16 (ESV) 16  The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 
gospel. 

Philippians 1:27 (ESV) 27  Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 

Text:  Philippians 1:12–18 (ESV) 12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 15 Some 
indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.  

Sharing the gospel… 

1. There is never a PERFECT _________. 



Phlp 1:12–14 (ESV) 12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 
rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord 
by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  

“what has happened to me…” 

Paul’s trouble started a long time before this.  

Acts 21:13 (ESV) 13  Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I 
am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”   

“that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel,” 

DEF:  “Advance” - This word seems to be originally nautical for “to make headway,” “to forge 
ahead.” 

13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. 

Paul looked at every obstacle to be a new opportunity to share the gospel. 

Matt 5:16 (ESV) 16  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

2. God uses IMPERFECT ________________. 

Phlp 1:15-17 (ESV) 15  Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16  The 
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17  The former proclaim 
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 

Paul condemned false teachers and their “different gospel” 

Gal 1:6-9 (ESV) 6  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7  not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8  But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9  As we have said 
before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let 
him be accursed.  



1) Many of us today feel we aren’t good enough or capable of sharing the 
Gospel: 

2 Pet 3:9 (ESV) 9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

You have a testimony… 

Jesus and demon possessed man… 
Luke 8:39 (ESV) 39  “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went 
away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 

1 Pet 3:15 (ESV) 15  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, 

2) We don’t want to be rejected. 

Parable of the Sower 

3. But we proclaim the PERFECT _____________. 

Phlp 1:18 (ESV) 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.  

1 Cor 1:18 (NIV) 18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.  


