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Philippians 3:12-19 (NIV) 12  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13  Brothers, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 15  All of us who are mature should take such a view of 
things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16  Only let 
us live up to what we have already attained. 17  Join with others in following my example, brothers, 
and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18  For, as I have often told 
you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 

 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 
mind is on earthly things.  

To live the victorious Christian life: 

1. I must recognize my __________________. 

Phlp 3:12-15  

1) I’m not where ____________________. 

“perfect”  

Rom 8:29 (NIV) 29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

Rom 7:18-19 (NIV) 18  I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have 
the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19  For what I do is not the good I want to 
do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 

Be Humble… 

Rom 12:3 (NIV) 3  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with 
the measure of faith God has given you. 

Pr 16:18 (NIV) 18  Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  

Pr 11:2 (NIV) 2  When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes 
wisdom.  

2) But I’m not where _____________________. 

Phlp 3:15 (NIV) 15  All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 

2. I must recognize the need to live by a ____________________. 

Phlp 3:16 (NIV) 16  Only let us live up to what we have already attained.  

“live up to”   

Word-pictures of the Bible: 

1) _____________ – restraining our _______________. 

Eph 6:17 (NIV) 17  …and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Heb 4:12 (NIV) 12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

Isa 55:11 (NIV) 11  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  

2) ______________ – revealing our ________________. 

Ps 119:105 (NIV) 105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  

3) ______________ – reflecting our ________________. 

Jam 1:22-25  

 4) __________________ – refining our ________________. 

Jer 23:29 (NIV) 29  "Is not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a hammer 
that breaks a rock in pieces?  

INSPIRED…  2 Tim 3:16-17, Heb 4:12; 1 Pet 1:23 

LAST FOR EVER…  Matt 24:35 


	Word-pictures of the Bible:
	1) _____________ – restraining our _______________.
	2) ______________ – revealing our ________________.
	3) ______________ – reflecting our ________________.
	4) __________________ – refining our ________________.


